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of contemporary mathematics, was started by Poincare,
who published some of his most important papers in
London, in memory, it is said, of the topological researches
of Maxwell and Tait.

After some dyspeptic symptoms that he had ignored.
Maxwell became seriously ill in 1879. He learned that
his life must end swiftly, and he died on November 5th5
aged forty-eight. Before concluding this chapter it may
be recalled that Maxwell's prophecy of the existence of
electro-magnetic waves was proved by the experiments of
Hertz in 1887. His certainty of their existence seemed
to have removed the impulse to search experimentally for
them himself, and, after all, those waves that are the founda-
tion of radio communication were but one of the numerous
discoveries made by his genius. The significance of radio
communication for humanity is not greater than the creation
and legislation of the Cavendish Laboratory; or of statistical
mechanics, the parent of the quantum theory; or of the
equations of the electro-magnetic field that led to the
theory of relativity; or of Maxwell's example as a man of
science and culture: as a civilized man.
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